
The ugly duckling

Vocabulary

swan = cigne


Once upon a time there was a duck sitting on her eggs. The eggs were 
nearly ready to hatch.

A few hours later, there was a crack, and then another and another. Out 
came a pretty yellow chick, and another yellow chick.

Crack, crack, crack. Soon there were 6 little yellow chicks.

There was one egg which had not hatched. It was bigger than the others. A 
few minutes later there was a big crack and out came another chick but this 
chick was grey.

The other ducklings laughed at him. “Ha ha you are so ugly.” said the other 
chicks.

“Follow me to the water.” said mother duck.

All the ducklings followed her to the water.

“Jump in.” said the mother duck. One by one the chicks jumped into the 
water.

The yellow ducks saw their reflections in the water. They were so pretty and 
yellow.

The little grey chick looked at his reflection and cried. 

The yellow ducks laughed at him. “You are an ugly duckling.”


“Follow me.” said mother duck. We are going to see the animals.

“What an ugly duckling.” said the cows.

“What an ugly duckling.” said the sheep.

“What an ugly duckling.” said the pigs.

“Go away,” they said. “Go away.”


The little grey duckling was so sad. He cried. Nobody wanted him because 
he was so ugly.

He decided to run away. It was better to be alone.


He left the farm and walked down the road. He came across a dog.

“Hello dog.” said the little duckling.

“You are grey and very ugly,” said the dog.

The duckling dropped his head and continued to walk along the road.


He met a farm cat sitting beside the road.

“Hello cat.” said the dog 

“You are very grey and ugly.” said the cat and it laughed.

The duckling cried.


He walked and he walked




He found another river and he spent the winter there alone. He never looked 
at his reflection in the water.

When spring came, the ugly duckling saw some beautiful white swans. 


One swan said, “Look at that beautiful elegant swan beside the river.”

The other swan said, “Hello swan. Come and swim with us.”

The little duckling said, “I’m not an elegant white swan like you. Im an ugly 
grey duckling.”


“Come to the river,” said a swan. “Look at your reflection in the river.”

The little duckling looked into the water. Looking back at him was a beautiful 
white swan.

“I’m a swan, I’m a swan.” he shouted happily.

“I’m not grey. I’m not ugly. I am white and I’m a swan.”


He swam away with the other swans and lived happily ever after.


